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Jakub Julian Ziolkowski's phantasmagornca
paintings pulse and roil with mutant Ife: plants
sprout giant eyeballs, patchwork bodies threaten
slough off their skins ortumble into a piles of
digmermberad pars, internal argans make their
way outside, objects grow hair, faces distord as i
ntected with some unspeakable
Picasso-inspired wvirus. Jiolkowski's paintings
absarb the darkest contaurs of their ar histonca
precadante—Phillip Guston’s existentially
charged caroons, the death-haunted camiva
masks of James Ensar, the harar movie
persanages of Francis Bacon, the effulgent
tantasies of Arcimboldo’s heads construclted of
tlors and tauna, Hieronymus Bosch's nightmare
menagenas—and blend them into new, wikdhy
surreal configurations. Grouped together, his
warks give the impression of digjpinted sections
aof the same fevered brain: Lilliputian armies war
an & studio floor, & young girl's toreo appears to
be sucking it=selt inside out, the skeletal remains
ot a Mazi U-boat walchman are swalkowed by
plant Iite—disparate scenes, but, f subjected to
the nght logic, perhaps all par of the =ame
hallucenagenic nightmane.



