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The man who wowed the

West by turning humdrum steel
cooking kit.into blockbusting
sculpture, Subodh Gupta

is Indian contemporary

art’s biggest star. At his new
Gurgaon studio, he's now
taking on Koons and Duchamp
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When Subodh Gupta first came to
international attention, in 1997, it

was with an installation called My Mother
and Me. He burnt bricks of bovine dung to
make ash and plastered it on the inside
of a hut constructed from dried bricks of
the selfsame shit. It brought him to the
attention of the Fukuoka Trienniale in
Japan and launched Gupta’s career
outside the subcontinent. It took a lot
longer for India to embrace him. The
piece didn’t find a buyer for ten years.

Today, as we pull up at Gupta’s
workspace under a grey sky, threatening
pellets of rain, it is immediately clear
that his domestic fortunes have changed
substantially since then. His studio was
designed by Indian architect Rajiv Saini,
and stretches over 500 sq m (Gupta has
recently acquired a neighbouring plot,
and is in the process of planning a
substantial expansion, also with Saini).
It is located in a residential area of
Gurgaon, a satellite town south of New
Delhi. The place has become the face of
booming India, home to call centres,
gated communities, corporate clusters
and - uniquely for an Indian city -
mains electricity throughout. Gupta
himself now lives within walking
distance; his wife, the artist Bharti Kher,
has a studio nearby, and their children’s
schools are also in the vicinity.

Based around a simple cube coated in
rugged and raw concrete, the fagade is the
only attention-grabbing aspect of the
building. Stressed and distorted, almost
peeling off in one corner, it forms a
skin-like outer layer that makes a clever
contrast with the interior, which by
comparison seems almost soothing in its
simplicity. The space is dominated by one
double-height, open-plan workspace,
illuminated by skylights. There is also »»
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Gupta in his new studio,
whichincludes a
private enclave as well
as work space. Pictured
are some of his untitled
works in production
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